WELCOME TO THE

BANGOR OPERA HOUSE

WELCOME TO BANGOR, ME

FUN FACTS
-Originally known as 'Kenduskeag Plantation', then 'Sunbury', then incorporated as 'Bangor' (Ban-GOR) in 1834.
-During the American Revolutionary War an American naval armada known as the "Penobscot Expedition" fled up the
Penobscot river and scuttled by the British in Bangor. Those ten ships remained below the waters of the river until the 1950s.
- Bangor grew into a thriving lumber town by the mid-1830s, with the town's barons building the town up into what
was once thought to be as big as New York City.
-In 1911 a fire ripped through the town, claiming 55 acres including the town's high school, library, banks, two fire
stations, nearly 100 businesses, and 285 homes.
-In 1937 Al Brady and his gang (known as the FBI's most wanted) engaged in a shootout with federal agents that ranks as
the bloodiest shootout in Maine's history.
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BANGOR'S GHOSTED HISTORY
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(1) The great fire of 1911 raging through downtown Bangor. (2) Downtown Bangor c. 1955 (3) Some of the
destruction after the great fire of 1911 (4) A sidewalk plaque commemorating Maine's bloodiest shootout.
(5) The aftermath of the federal shootout with Al Brady and his gang.

CLICK TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT BANGOR
3

BANGOR:
'The LITTLE
BROADWAY
OF THe NORTH'
Each dot represents a former theatre site in downtown
Bangor, ME.

At the height of Bangor's success as a
lumber town, the community became a bustling center of commerce, wealth, and entertainment. At one point Bangor was home
to over a dozen theatres and opera houses,
most of which were dotted within the hub
of downtown.
This concentration of performing arts
spaces, which hosted vaudeville, plays,
operas, music concerts, and more; led to
Bangor being affectionately called the "Little
Broadway of the North", certainly giving 42nd
street in New York City a run for it's theatrical money.

Over the years, through Bangor's multiple
fires, urban renewal, and the decay of buildings themselves; theatres began to disappear. The original Bangor Opera House (pictured in the photos above) also succumbed
to fire and burned down in January of 1914.
The theatre was rebuilt, no longer sporting its Richardsonian Romanesque architecture, six years later.
This year in 2020, the Bangor Opera
House celebrates its 100th birthday. A
century in which it has found itself the last
remaining opera house in Bangor.
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What is Ghost Hunting?

THE PROCESS OF
INVESTIGATING
LOCATIONS THAT
ARE REPORTED
TO BE HAUNTED
BY GHOSTS.
We're excited to have you join
us at the Bangor Opera House;
wherein we hope to witness some
of the paranormal activities of its
permanent residents.
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Joseph P. Bass announced that the Opera House would be
rebuilt for the lessee, the Alfred S. Black chain of theatres in
February of 1919. Edward J. Bolen of Old Orchard Beach and
Boston was named the architect at the same time.
This beige “terracotta brick” façade with “white cast stone trimming, marble effect” was an imaginative Art Deco Egyptianizing
design with Art Nouveau overtones. The interior contained an
impressive organ and was decorated in what the newspapers
called the “Adam” style:
“This is of graceful and beautiful effect, the wreaths, ovals
and festoons of the design being attractive without being too
ornate. The colorings will be grey, blue, ivory and old gold in the
lighter shades.”
The second Opera House was the last in a long line of
downtown Bangor theatres which began in 1836. In 1966 it
became Bangor Cinema, and a number of unfortunate changes
including that of the marquee occurred over the years. For a while
it was used for concerts of the Bangor Symphony Orchestra.
However, deferred maintenance took a toll on the exterior
and interior of the building.
The building was acquired by the Penobscot Theatre Company
in 1997. The company had been operating in the Unitarian
Memorial Vestry (Wilfred E. Mansur, architect, 1888) which they
first leased and then purchased in 1986, with the help of the
greater Bangor community.

Penobscot Theatre Company has been engaged in the restoration
of the Opera House since acquiring it. The façade was beautifully
restored in the winter of 2007-08 while the theatre remained in
operation (G. Drake Masonry), and a replica of the original marquee
was later put in place. (The Opera House is included in the Main
Street Historic District under the ordinances of the City of Bangor.)
The project received the 2009 Honor Award for Community
Revitalization from Maine Preservation.
In 2016, With leading support from the Grants to Green program, the company upgraded its HVAC to a high-efficiency system
powered by natural gas, invested in state-of-the-art LED theatrical lighting (which enriched productions as well as lowered energy
costs), and made numerous repairs to tighten the building envelope
(realizing a 20 percent decrease in draftiness from the prior year)."
For the start of its 44th Season, the company also replaced
the 322 chairs occupying the orchestra level, refinished the original wood flooring, replaced threadbare carpet, and installed elegant lighting fixtures to illuminate fresh wall colors and decorative
accents.
Today as the opera house remains closed to the public due to
covid-19, the company has been tirelessly at work continuing to
make improvments to our home. Some of the many projects we've
started include restroom renovations and sound system updates.
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Dear Friends,

MEET YOUR GHOST
HOST WITH THE MOST
BEN LAYMAN IS YOUR GUIDE THROUGH
THE BANGOR OPERA HOUSE AND
POSSIBLY THE WORLD BEYOND.

Thank you for joining us on our ghostly
adventure through the Bangor Opera House.
I wanted to take a moment to not only
welcome you, but to explain a bit about why
I’m passionate about the subject matter.
I am a Maine native, having spent most of my
life in Bangor and the surrounding areas. I am
an actor, singer, arts educator and a paranormal
enthusiast. I have had many experiences in
my life that I am unable to explain, and many
of them have occurred within the walls of the
opera house.
I have been an employee of the Penobscot
Theatre Company, which makes the opera
house home, for fourteen seasons. In that
time, I have served as the box office manager,
teaching artist and as the current education
director. I have also appeared in nearly 30
productions on the PTC stage. When I first
joined the company as an actor in 2006, I
heard rumblings about ghosts, but every old
building has stories, and I gave the matter little
serious thought. But as time went by, I began to
experience the opera house ghosts for myself.
Other actors and employees began to relay
similar experiences. This happened with enough
frequency and seeming authenticity, that I
became passionate about trying to document
some of the phenomena, and maybe explain it.
I was a member of a ghost hunting team a
number of years ago, and we began conducting
an ongoing series of investigations in the
theatre. It was during these investigations
that I came to know the ghosts of the Bangor
Opera House intimately. They, like building
itself, have become friends to me. Its’ been
awhile since any investigation has occurred.
Our spirits are ready to talk, and we need your
help to document their activity.
It is my hope that through our live, real
time investigation and with many pairs of
eyes watching, that we will be able to further
prove the existence of these entities that call
Penobscot Theatre and the Bangor Opera
House home. Through the use of at home apps
for your personal device and our still camera
observation stations, we are inviting you to be
part of our team.
Thank you for joining the hunt.

BEN
LAYMAN:

HAUNT ENTHUSIAST
ACTOR/ DIRECTOR
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

Yours,
Ben Layman
Guide and Haunt Enthusiast
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WHAT DO I NEED?
• A candle for the opening and
closing ceremonies.
• A ghostbox app
• One of our signature cocktails
• a good wifi connection
• Nerves of steel and an open
mind
• Quick access to the light in your
room (just in case?)

Who's on the team?
Ben Layman
Guide & Haunt Enthusiast
Reed Davis
The Hunt Assistant
John Siedenberg II
Haunt Producer
Claire Thompson
Specter Relations
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"There's an app for that!"
Your hunt will consist of Ben and Reed investigating certain known
"haunts" of the opera house's permanent residents.
Multiple techniques will be utilized to attempt to coax the ghosts
into interacting with us, including a ceremony at the beginning of the
evening.
Some of the tools we will use include dolls, flashlights, and a device
known as a Ghost Box.
A Ghost box is a radio which scans frequencies to detect EVPs or
"Electronic Voice Phenomenon". While the ghost box sometimes picks
up random sounds it can pick up more. When paranormal activity is at
its height one can make out words or sentences from the spirits present
within the area.
Below you will find three apps we recommend for this hunt. As Ben
says during the tour "No matter where or how we connect, we wake up
spirits around all of us" so we want to you to investigate your activity
happening around you too! Check in with us and let us know what feedback you're getting from the specters in your abode. You don't need the
app for the hunt but we recommend downloading one of them to aid in
your hunt!
Necrophonic is a paid app, but Ghost Detector Pro is a free option.
Both apps have been tested by Ben prior to recommending to you!

Necrophonic

Ghost Hunting
Tools

Ghost Detector
Pro
* Android Only
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Hunt Spirits with Spirits!

The Ghosted
Inspired by our late night hunt & Maine's local
obsession with coffee liqueur, this martini is sure
to keep you energized during our ghostly trek
through the Bangor Opera House.
1.5 oz.
1.5 oz.
1.5 oz.
2 oz.

Chocolate Liqueur
Coffee Liqueur
Cherry Vodka
Half and Half
Chocolate Syrup for decoration

Mix all ingredients in a cocktail shaker filled
with ice and shake.
Pour into a chilled martini glass drizzled with
chocolate syrup before pour.

Maine tennial

TWO
INSPIRED
COCKTAILS
FOR YOUR
HUNT!

Inspired by Maine's famous blueberries & the
100th anniversary of the Bangor Opera House,
this bubbly drink is sweet and sizzling!
1.5 oz.
.5oz.
1.5oz.
1.5oz.

Blueberry Compote or Syrup
grated ginger
Triple Sec
Vodka
Champagne

Mix blueberry compote, triple sec, ginger, and
vodka in a cocktail shaker with ice and shake.
Strain and pour into a champagne glass.
Fill to the top with champagne.
*Garnish with Fresh blueberry and candied ginger
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Founded in 1973, Penobscot Theatre Company is thrilled to have become a cultural force for the
Arts in the greater Bangor area. PTC is currently celebrating it’s 47th season of providing quality

Our
Mission
Statement

To produce high-quality, professional theatre
works that inspire the imagination and
cultivate a lifelong passion for the art-form
in the heart of Maine.

12

WE'LL SEE YOU AT

WWW.PENOBSCOTTHEATRE.ORG

